Sidlesham Primary School

The little school where big things happen

A Warm Welcome!

“Ready, Respectful and Safe”

Foreword

100% of parents trust the leadership,
100% feel that their children are taught
well, 98% say children are happy, 98%
feel children make good progress
PARENT VIEW

Mr James Blake-Lobb – Acting Headteacher - says…
Greetings! On behalf of our children, staff and parents, I'd like to welcome you to our school; we hope you
find the information contained in this Prospectus useful.
At Sidlesham Primary School we provide a safe, caring environment where every child is valued as an
individual and where diversity is celebrated. We recognise the knowledge and skills which children bring to
school and build on these to ensure that every child receives challenging and appropriate experiences to
meet their individual needs. We believe education means much more than the acquisition of skills and
learning of facts. It is about development of the whole person. We aim to do this by offering each child a
broad, balanced, relevant curriculum enabling them to develop skills, acquire knowledge, appreciate the
arts, pursue the sciences and accept the challenges of physical education by participating fully in all
aspects of school life. We believe it is important that individual talents and interests are promoted and we
aim to provide activities and events both within and outside of school to cater for a variety of interests. We
have high expectations of our pupils, both in terms of working hard in class and life outside the classroom.
We encourage our pupils to take care of their surroundings, to be helpful and polite and to consider the
needs of others.
We place a great deal of emphasis on developing close links with parents and carers. We have a very
active Parent Council and PTA who work together effectively with the school for the benefit of pupils.
In collaboration with parents, we aim to educate our pupils to become responsible citizens within their
school, the local community and as citizens of our ever developing country. The staff at Sidlesham Primary
look forward to working closely with you to ensure your child makes excellent progress. We always
welcome your thoughts and feedback; your views will help us shape our service so that we provide the best
opportunities possible for all of our learners. We know you'll love our 'Little School Where Big Things
Happen' and we can't wait to meet you.
James Blake-Lobb
Acting Head
Get in Touch
We would love the opportunity to
show you our school. To make an
appointment to visit, or to simply ask
us a question, please call the school
office on 01243 641238 or email
office@sidlesham.w-sussex.sch.uk

About Us

We are a small school of 140 students, with 5 classes of mostly mixed year groups, spanning
Early Years to Year 6. We have a big focus on sport and outdoor learning and this year we are
working on improving our reading provision and recovery curriculum. We have 19 staff, 7
governors and a school dog called Marley. We were graded as a Good school by Ofsted in
2018 and work closely with a number of other schools in the local area; this group is known as
the Martlet Hub.

.

We have 3 simple rules: be ‘Ready, Respectful and Safe’. Every child and adult alike know these
rules and their simplicity has enabled our school to be a place where expectations are clearly
understood and confidence and self-esteem of our children are high on the agenda. The children
work together regularly and even take on community days throughout the year to make their
school the best place it can possibly be!

.

“It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit”
Harry S Truman
Function

Team Members

SCHOOL
OFFICE

Mrs Denise Pickering
(Administrative Officer)
Mrs Dawn Lawson
(Bursar)

Senior Leadership Team

PREMISES

Mr James Brett
(Premises Manager)

Mr James Blake-Lobb (Acting Headteacher)

LUNCHTIME

Miss Gilbert (Chartwells)
Mrs Karen Cadman (Chartwells)
Mrs Chirlene Bennett (MSA)

Our Teams
Mrs Lorraine Osmend (Acting Deputy -Safeguarding
Lead – Inclusion Lead)
Class

Years

Teacher

TA Support

TIGERS

EYFS

Mrs Osmend/
Mrs Fuller

Mrs Melton/
Mrs Bonney

MEERKATS

Yr 1/2

Mrs Dack

Miss Humphreys
Mrs Turner

KANGAROOS

Yr 2/3

Mr Allen

Mr Pledger
(ELSA)

PENGUINS

Yr 4/5

Miss Cranna

Mrs Humphreys

HUSKIES

Yr 5/6

Mrs Connor

Ms Coyle

Governing Board
Mr Malcolm Foster (Chair)
Mr James Blake-Lobb (Staff)
Mr James Brett (Staff)
Mr Charlie Merrett
Mr Stuart Blunden
Mrs Sue Emery
Mrs Pamela Brett (Clerk)
Mr Andy Peel

School Day: Settling In
Extended School Day
Doors open at 8.30am. Lessons from 8.45am. School ends at 3.10pm.
Along with a variety of before and after school clubs, Hummingbirds
wrap-around care is available for a small fee, from 7.30am until 5.30pm
(excl. Friday afternoons). These sessions include healthy snacks and a
variety of activities. Please ask for more details.

Uniform
School uniform that bear our embroidered school logo, i.e.
sweatshirts/cardigans/fleeces are available to purchase from the
school office. Trousers, skirts and pinafores should be dark grey.
Polo shirts/blouses/shirts should be white. In the Summer,
children may wear grey shorts or a blue checked dress. PE Kits
are also available from the office.

School Meals
Free School Meals
Every child in EYFS and KS1 is entitled to universal infant free
school meals which are provided through Chartwells. Hot school
meals are available to KS2 children and must be ordered and
paid for online with Chartwells at www.mealselector.co.uk .
Although the Government provides each infant aged child a daily
universal free school meal, the school still needs know if you
are/have been eligible for free school meals under the Free
School Meals and Pupil Premium system. If you are in receipt of
benefits listed in the section headed Pupil Premium Funding, please complete our pupil premium form that
you will find in the admissions forms. This will ensure that the school receives the appropriate funding that
will benefit the children.

Breaktime and Drinks
During breaktime, children are allowed a healthy snack (provided for free in EYFS and KS1) as well as a
drink. As with lunches, we would ask that these snacks are fruit and vegetable-based and don’t contain
sweets or chocolates.

We believe that it is vital to instil a love of reading. This ensures that a child’s vocabulary develops
well but also gives children the freedom and confidence to communicate clearly and with ease.

Curriculum
English
Our English lessons are linked to our stimulating topics. Each class enjoys a focus story or text for each
learning journey which is read during the school day. This might be a picture book or longer text in upper
KS2. This book is then used as a prompt for writing.

Writing
In writing, teachers take the classes through the process of composing for each learning journey. This allows for:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Experience days – These enable children to be immersed in a topic or book. This may involve drama and music.
Development of vocabulary - Children will be explicitly taught new vocabulary which is integrated into their writing.
Modelling writing - Teachers model a variety of sentence structures, which children use as a basis for their writing.
Independent writing and editing - Children demonstrate the skills they have learnt during a unit of work.

Reading
When children join Sidlesham Primary, they will be given a home reading book and access to a digital
‘Reading Record’ when they are developmentally ready. In KS1, their reading book will be linked to their
phonics understanding and will enable them to practise phonics at home. We encourage parents to listen to
their child read at least 4 times a week for 10 -15 minutes at a time, to ask them questions and also record
their reading in the ‘Reading Record’. In KS1, your child will regularly read to an adult to ensure their fluency is
developing, that they understand what they are reading and to identify when they can be moved onto the next
set of books. This continues into KS2 as required. Phase 1 phonics teaching begins in earnest when your child
joins Sidlesham in EYFS; this may also be carried out at nursery or pre-school as this encompasses listening
for sounds. Phase 2 teaches children the early, most common sounds and starts with ‘s, a, t, p, i, n.’ Your child
will have phoneme cards to help them practise the sounds at home and we appreciate your support with this.
Year 1 children take part in a ‘Phonics Screening’ test which they see as a special ‘quiz’ and allows teachers to
see next steps.

“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book” J K Rowling

Curriculum (continued)
Handwriting and Spelling
At Sidlesham, we often teach handwriting and spelling
alongside each other. Children use a cursive script from Year 2
onwards and from Year 4 each child uses a blue pen for their
writing. In each year, children are expected to spell a specific
set of words. We welcome your support in practising spellings
at home.

Maths
Children receive daily discrete maths lessons. We follow
a 'teaching for mastery' approach, meaning staff continuously
look for opportunities to deepen and broaden pupils‘
understanding of mathematical concepts. Children acquire
fluency in a topic, then move on to problem solving and
reasoning questions; we call this 'Do it, Twist It, Deepen It' and
we use it right across the school. KS2 children have weekly
mental maths quizzes and engage in our online learning
platforms - TT Rockstars and Mathletics.

Science
We teach science through enquiry and observation and we aim
to make the learning as practical and exciting as possible.
Children undertake investigations such as, ‘Where would I find
the most woodlice?’ and each class teaches 5 types of inquiry:
observations over time; fair testing; comparative tests; research
and identification; and classification. We make excellent use of
our fantastic school grounds covering the science curriculum
during Welly Wednesdays.

Clubs
Here at Sidlesham we run a variety of clubs both before and after school, with an emphasis on inclusion
and a desire to address all interests. The current offer includes:

Dodgeball
Chess
Lego

Football (Unisex –Portsmouth FC)
Baking
Yoga
Art
Netball
Mandarin
Rugby

Girls’ Football
Choir
Drama (Sussed)

Hummingbirds: Wraparound Care
Hummingbirds runs Monday - Friday mornings from 7.30am to 8.30am and Monday –Thursday
afternoons from 3.10pm to 5.30pm. It costs £5 per hour. Cereals and toast are available for breakfast and
quiet morning activities include colouring, puzzles, board games and Lego. After school, children are
provided with a light snack and a drink. Activities include : fun on the field, bikes on the playground and ball
games (weather dependent). Other activities include: games, cars, colouring, stories, laptops (for
Mathletics, Times Table Rock Stars or Language Nut). Hummingbirds is run by Mr Pledger.

Inclusion, Intervention & Wellbeing
Meet the Inclusion Team
As well as being one of our Early Years teachers, Mrs Osmend is also our Inclusion Lead (and Marley
owner). She has a responsibility for supporting and co-ordinating additional provision for our vulnerable
children. Mr Pledger is one of our teaching assistants who is a trained Emotional Literacy Support Assistant
and runs 1:1 sessions throughout the year with children across the school ensuring they are nurtured and
emotionally ready to access their learning.
Marley is our school comfort dog. He greets children every morning, provides support and enjoys listening
to children read. He is always happy to see both the children and adults at Sidlesham!

Targeted Interventions
Teachers set personalised targets for children with learning plans which are regularly reviewed and
adjusted to make sure everyone is supported to maximise their progress. These targets can be academic,
social or emotional but are all specifically designed to best meet the needs of the child. All of our teaching
and support staff have access to provision mapping via Edu-Key, where they are able to update the
children’s profiles and record support given, progress made, targets and significant events. This gives us a
clear picture of the whole child, enabling the school to best meet their needs.

Wellbeing
The wellbeing of our children and staff is of paramount importance to us at Sidlesham. To have the
best chance at success we need to be happy and healthy, both in
body and mind. Our wellbeing curriculum is led by Mrs Dack and Mr
Allen with specific in-class lessons, assemblies, recognition and
nurture groups to support all of our children’s needs.

More Able
To make sure our more able children are challenged to extend their
learning, we provide them with a range of opportunities which
include: a mentor from our SLT for regular meetings to discuss their
work and set targets; independent projects to motivate and inspire;
access to high quality resources and extra-curricular activities.
“Staff have a clear understanding of pupils’ learning
and emotional needs. External help is accessed in a
timely way. Consequently, pupils are safe, well cared
for and able to access the curriculum successfully.”
Ofsted

Enhanced Curriculum

We cover the national curriculum in a way that is memorable and engaging for the children. Our staff are
experts at making learning enjoyable and finding ways to make the most of our wonderful school grounds and
surrounding area. Our curriculum aims to be broad in its scope, covering the full range of subjects and
balanced by ensuring reading, writing and mathematics skills are continually practised and developed in a
variety of ways.
As part of the Sidlesham Experience, your children will be involved in choosing topics which are of interest
to them. Each topic will have a high quality text at its centre as we strive to instil a passion for reading right
across the school and model excellent writing to encourage our children to become excellent writers
themselves. The topics will be enhanced by school trips, visitors and dress-up days to help bring the learning
to life. Making positive childhood memories is an important mission in our school, but we encourage our
families to continue this and home by taking part in #TheSidlesham101.
Our 101 is a list of activities that families can get involved
in as much or as little as they wish. It is made up of
activities that either our school community felt were
particularly valuable. We hope you enjoy tackling some of
the list and create some wonderful memories in doing so!
If you do try anything on #TheSidlesham101, we would
love to hear about it at school. You could write, draw or
recite your experience if you'd like to - we look forward to
seeing how you all get on!

#thesidleshamexperience

“Education is the most powerful weapon to change the world”
Nelson Mandela

#thesidleshamexperience

“I’d heard about the Taskmaster shenanigans at Sidlesham so wanted to see
for myself what was going on. I was blown away by the positivity, teamwork
and creativity of the kids. The teachers were very impressive too! Massively
inspired - I’m hoping to pass on some of their ideas to my own kids’ school
and others around the country. Thank you Sidlesham Primary!”
Alex Horne, Taskmaster

#thesidleshamexperience

Music

Music is important to us at Sidlesham - it teaches our children creative ways to express
themselves while developing perseverance and resilience. Every child takes part in our
Christmas production in December giving them a chance to perform in front of a large
audience.
Our choir performs at a variety of events both inside and outside of school including at the O2
Arena as part of Young Voices. During their time at Sidlesham, all the children will be taught
instruments including ukuleles. In 2019 we recorded our first ‘whole school’ album.
Through West Sussex Music Services we
also offer your child the opportunity to
receive music tuition; we currently offer
piano and guitar lessons in school. We hope
to harbour a life-long appreciation of music,
through weekly singing assemblies, as well
as regularly sharing featured artists.

#thesidleshamexperience

Sport
Sport plays an enormous role at Sidlesham Primary
School. The obvious physical benefits often have an
impact on emotional wellbeing, which can help improve
students’ school performance. Playing sports with
classmates can motivate and help students with their
confidence, as they can engage in friendly competition
and form new friendships by working with new groups of
children. The work that has gone into developing sport is
now reflected in our recently gained Quality Start and
School Games accreditations.
We pride ourselves on the number of sporting
opportunities we offer. Pupils across the school have the
chance to take part in sporting festivals and competitions
throughout the year against other local and national
schools. These sporting festivals offer all children the
chance to take part in a range of sporting activities
without the pressure of competition. Children will attend
swimming lessons for one term in Years 3 and 4.

From Year 5, children can become Sports Ambassadors.
Those selected are then given training on how to deliver
sporting activities to younger children. They then put these
skills into practice at lunch times, offering a range of
sporting taster sessions for KS1 children throughout the
week. Our before and after school clubs attract a lot of
interest which outlines the passion of our children to
engage in sport and be part of a team. We also host
annual Staff vs Parents matches in different sports, just
for fun, with a little competition too!

#thesidleshamexperience

WELLY

Welly Wednesdays

WEDNESDAYS

In addition to exciting core sessions, all of our children engage in 'Welly Wednesdays'. We
believe our children gain some fantastic skills through our woodland activities using tools, taking
guided risks, enjoying time outdoors in all weathers, caring for the environment and using
creativity. Children and staff (and parent helpers!) love Welly Wednesdays and engage in a wide
range of activities from den building to artwork and treasure trails to using saws. Children bring
in their own wellies for the session and we dress accordingly for the weather.

Research shows spending time in the outdoor environment nurtures children into adults who
care about the world around them and develop independent life skills more readily.
Knowledge and self-esteem grow through these activities and we firmly believe this is
something we need to develop in future generations.
Leaders ensure that pupils experience a
curriculum that is engaging and
motivating and makes the most of the
school’s facilities and grounds.

Ofsted

#thesidleshamexperience

Marley

Marley is the youngest member of the team at
Sidlesham. A Westiepoo, Marley is hypoallergenic
and lives at home with Mrs Osmend! In the short
time he has been with us he has made a substantial
positive impact!
He engages in therapy sessions with the children,
reading activities, physical exercise and generally
boosts the wellbeing of pupils, parents and staff.
Marley sits in on assemblies, works with small
groups of children and on occasions helps provide
1:1 sessions with children. It’s safe to say that he is
a very well-loved member of the team.

Marley’s Mates
Each week, as a reward for winning one of the
school initiatives, classes take turns to be ‘Marley’s
Mates’. This means Marley spends time in their
classroom engaging in all the activities they are
doing that week (apart from when he takes a nap!).

#thesidleshamexperience

Sidlesham Media Productions
Sidlesham Radio
Our radio station helps
develop speaking and
listening skills as well as
confidence and gives the
children a real world
purpose for their writing.
Previous shows included interviews with our local MP), dramatic
readings, audio descriptions, sports reports and Hot Chocolate
with the Head on Fridays.

Sidlesham TV
#SidleshamTV is another way
our pupils can share their voice
and experiences with the wider
world. Usually it’s news updates
about what’s been going on
during Welly Wednesday. Short
clips are shared via Twitter.

Sidlesham on Twitter
We make use of social media to share the magical things the
children have been up to and connect with the wider word by
communicating directly with authors, celebrities, organisations
and people of interest to our topics and subjects. It’s the best
way to get instant updates on the goings on at the school and
share in the exciting learning opportunities taking place.

Sidlesham Families
Parent Communication and Engagement
We aim to keep you informed and involved in the education of your child through weekly newsletters, our
Twitter feeds and our website at www.sidleshamprimary.co.uk. Further to this you will be regularly invited to
join us in school to share what we are doing e.g. Celebration Assemblies, lunch invitation or classroom
open days. We welcome the valuable contribution that you might be able to make during the school and
always need volunteers. If you’re interested in volunteering about any of the below opportunities, please
speak to a member of staff:

Reading Buddies
We welcome volunteers to come in and read with children across the school.

Welly Wednesday Rangers
Welly Wednesday sessions could not run successfully without the support
of volunteers in the forest; please come along and join the other “Rangers”.

School Trips
As with Welly Wednesday, school trips rely on volunteers to accompany us
on a range of trips throughout the year.

Governorship
Our Governors work collaboratively with the Leadership Team to ensure the continued success of our
school. Vacancies are advertised as they arise, but if you are interested in becoming a Parent Governor
please contact the school office.

Skills Sharing
Is there anything that you feel passionate about that you could help with at school? We currently have
parents that run some of our clubs, including Mandarin, art and yoga.

Homework
Your child will receive age appropriate reading and maths homework while at
Sidlesham. Reading will be logged through Go Read; while maths is
provided via the Mathletics website. Children are encouraged to use other
websites such as Timetables Rockstars and Language Nut.

“There have been many times where the hard work and effort that the staff have gone to has brought
tears to my eyes, you can just feel the passion they have to make everything the best it can be for all of
the children, we are so lucky.”
Lyndsay Pink

Why Sidlesham? The Pink’s Experience
Lyndsay & Chris Pink live in Chichester with their two children, Olivia (10) and Ben (8). They love going for family walks and
having a good roast dinner! Lyndsay works in Prevention for the Fire Service with a particular interest in people and wellbeing.
Chris is a business owner and has recently taken on the role of a governor at the school to be more involved.
Creative Transformation
“Being a family with diverse interests we thought it would be difficult to find a school which reflected all of our values, however
Sidlesham Primary School embodies them perfectly. The school has gone through a period of transformation with the most
creative and inspirational timetable of opportunities being offered. You could turn up at any time and there will be something
interesting going on; you may well hear children’s laughter, musical masterpieces or hearty singing filling the corridors. I love
that the children can learn how to solve puzzles in the style of Taskmaster one day and role play how the House of Commons
works the next”, Lyndsay says.
Community Spirit
“There is a special kind of energy, a sense of belonging and a warm welcome that’s available to all. There is a real sense of
community spirit and everyone pitches in doing whatever they can that fits in with their family and work life commitments. Olivia
and Ben love it when we are involved and helping out, it’s like we are all in it together - which of course - we are.”
Perfect Partnerships
“A partnership between home and school is really important and, at Sidlesham, the staff make it easy to achieve.
Communication is excellent and there are lots of opportunities to go into school to see how your children are getting on.
Teachers are always interested to hear about what the children have been learning or experiencing outside of school too and
the introduction of #TheSidlesham101 has been a great way of sharing this. The staff and senior leadership team put a huge
amount of effort and creativity into bringing lessons to life, they maximise the school’s fantastic open spaces and many other
assets which continues to drive improvement.”
Healthy Minds
“Despite all of this energy and excitement, there is still a sense of calm and
productivity about the place. Marley - the school dog - has been a very welcome
addition; school life would not be the same without him. When Ben returned to
school last year after the long summer holiday he definitely felt anxious and was
reluctant to go into school at first. Marley was a great help at getting him
through that door in the morning and before long he was skipping into school
again without a care in the world.”
A Green Planet School
“Sidlesham are fantastic at approaching some of life’s bigger issues in a childfriendly way. It means the children start to take an interest and develop their
own ideas and thoughts. Olivia has recently taken an interest in the use of palm
oil and the devastating effects it has on the environment, animals and wildlife.”

“I like the topics and PE, I have a lot of laughs at school.”
Ben, Age 8
“We are offered a wide variety of activities to participate in, which makes learning really fun and interesting.”
Olivia , Age 10

“School is so much fun, I love my teachers and reading stories! “

James, Age 4

Why Sidlesham? The Allen's Experience
Ben and Carrie Allen moved to the village of Sidlesham in
March 2016, with their children, Poppy (9) and James (5).
When they relocated, Poppy was in Reception at a nearby
school and her parents had no immediate plans to move her.
However, after settling into village life and speaking to other
mums and dads, it soon became clear that the school was an
integral and thriving part of the community. “We decided to
look around Sidlesham. Any doubts about moving Poppy
quickly dissipated as soon as I looked around and our
decision was made.” That first impression has stayed with
Carrie ever since, and over the years her love and support for
the school has continued to grow as she’s watched her
children flourish. “There’s something very special about
Sidlesham Primary and as a parent there’s nothing more
rewarding than seeing your children thrive in their school
environment. The staff are simply amazing; approachable,
friendly, compassionate and of course outstanding at what
they do.”
Learning is combined with having fun!
“Poppy has gone from strength to strength in the three years she has been there. She’s embraced school life and everything it
offers, including the wonderful after school clubs and activities. Learning is very much combined with having fun – often the
children don’t even realise that there’s an educational purpose to what they’re doing as they’re too busy having a good time!
Poppy loves talking about Welly Wednesday and what they did, not realising that she’s actually telling me things that she didn’t
know that morning!”
It’s important to feel part of my children’s school life
Carrie loves that there are so many opportunities for parents to become involved in school life. The PTA works tirelessly to
organise numerous fundraising events throughout the year including Spooky Night, dressing-up days, charity events and
performances. “You’re not obliged to volunteer for anything, but I find it very rewarding to offer a little bit of time when I can,”
said Carrie. “It’s important to me to feel involved in my children’s school life and there are numerous opportunities to do that,
from volunteering to help pupils with their reading, working on stalls at events, assisting on school trips or becoming a member
of the PTA.”
This school has a heart
“Every child is treated as an individual and their strengths and skills are explored and developed,” added Carrie. “I also love the
support that parents are offered by the teaching staff. I have no experience of working with children so I like to be told how I can
support my children at home and what I can do to encourage them on their journeys. I genuinely couldn’t be happier with this
school and I have no doubt that the values they are learning there ever day – personally, socially and educationally – will help
them become happy and accomplished adults later in life.”

“I’m really proud to be a Young Governor for my school, I really enjoy going every day and feel
lucky to go to such a good school”
- Poppy, age 9

Our Community
What You Can Do At Home
Reading, reading, reading. The best way you can support your child at home is through
reading. Listen to them read. Read to them. Read with them. Recommend books you are
passionate about. Help them discover books of interest to them. Visit the library regularly!
TheSidlesham101 has been designed to enable inclusion for all; our families enjoy challenging
themselves and tweeting / sending in their experiences.

The Martlet Hub
We consider ourselves to
be an outward facing
school, and feel privileged
to be part of The Martlet
Hub. The Hub is a collection
of schools that work very
closely with one another,
with the sole aim of giving
our children the best
education possible. This
also opens up opportunities
for children to meet others
outside of their school
setting, and take part in
some fantastic challenges.

A Day in the Life
A typical day at Sidlesham….

“If we could design a school with a blank sheet of paper it would be just like Sidlesham; it feels like a bit of magic has
been sprinkled over the school. It’s very special and we could not wish for a better experience for our children.”
Parent, 2019

Sidlesham Primary School
Keynor Lane
Sidlesham
Chichester
PO20 7NL

Contact us:
01243 641 238
office@sidlesham.w-sussex.co.uk

www.sidleshamprimaryschool.co.uk

